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The Palisades
H E PA LISA D ES,” because of its river-front location, its nearness to
W ashington, a growing, city of a half-million population, and the
splendid improvements already upon it, is adapted to a wide variety of uses.
¥
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Exclusive Water-Front Subdivision
• From the investment standpoint, its most logical use undoubtedly is as a river-front develop
ment for handsome homes. The experienced developer and subdivider immediately will see the
possibilities of this beautiful tract of land' rolling in some parts, rugged in others, with its more
than a mile and a half of frontage on the historic Potomac.
One paved road passes the entrance to the property. Another highway, which will pass
directly through the property, is projected. The latter road is proposed by the National Capital
Park and Planning Commission, appointed by the President of the United States, as a part
of development and beautification of Metropolitan Washington. This road would be a river drive
from Washington to Great Falls, one of the famous beauty spots near the National Capital.
The 30-room residence, formerly the country home of Joseph Leiter, of Chicago, could be
utilized as the field office on the property, or as a clubhouse or hotel, or could be retained with
10 or 15 acres by the developer as his own home. If a golf course were to be laid out on the
property, the large barn which is built substantially of hollow tile could be converted readily
into a clubhouse, our architect states.
Washington has not yet any high-type, exclusive river-front development and this tract of
more than 500 acres we believe to be the only one of its size and proximity to Washington
to offer such exceptional opportunities.

Country Club
In comparison with many other cities, Washington has few country clubs, and those now
in existence for the most part are farther from the White House than is “The Palisades.” The
present buildings on the property could be utilized as indicated previously. Several country
clubs about the country are providing landing fields for airplanes on their grounds. There is
sufficient acreage in this tract for that purpose, and it also would be possible for seaplanes
to land at the property on the river.

Gentleman’s Estate
When much of his time was spent in Washington, Joseph Leiter picked “The Palisades”
for the site of his country estate. On the bank of the Potomac, with an entrancing view across
the river and down toward Washington, he built his handsome home. Here many brilliant social
functions were held. Here men prominent in the business and political world came as the
guests of Mr. Leiter. “The Palisades” remains a gentleman’s estate. It is for the man of
means whose interests, whether business, social, or political, are in or near the city of Wash
ington. It is for the man who wants to be within minutes only of down-town Washington, but
wants for his home a place away from the dirt and noise and confusion of the city.
It can always remain a place of quiet and privacy because of the wide extent of its acreage.
Thick residential development can reach and pass it, as it will in the next few years, but the
owner will be protected from encroachment upon his quiet by the distant boundaries of his
own property. The im portant effect that a city residential development will have as it reaches
“The Palisades” will be greatly to enhance its value. Then the owner may still retain his fine
estate or, if his purchase has been partly for the purpose of an investment, he may sell it for
far more than it originally cost him.
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Description of House
The house was designed for entertaining. The beautiful ballroom is 33 x 50 feet, with two
white stone fireplaces and a musicians’ gallery.
The library overlooks the river. Built-in bookcases line all four walls. The floor is blue
tile and there is a stone fireplace.
The dining-room is long, with a large fireplace at each end, a dull-finished white tile floor,
and a built-in silver safe.
The reception-hall and stairway are panelled in natural Cuban mahogany.
The kitchen is large, with complete equipment for large dinners. The butler’s pantry is
equipped with copper sinks. There are several other smaller rooms on the first floor, including
a modern laundry with drying equipment.
Off the library and ballroom, a large screened porch opens, overlooking the river. An
other large stone fireplace is on this porch.
On the second floor are eight master bedrooms with six private baths and three other
baths. A large screened sleeping-porch with stone fireplace opens off two of the master bed
rooms. The porch corresponds to the one on the firstfloor and overlooks the river. Alto
gether, there are sixteen fireplaces in the house.
In the servants’ quarters there are a dozen rooms. A heating plant, a refrigerating plant,
a lighting plant, a wineroom and cardroom, are in the basement.
The large barn, tenant-house and greenhouse are a little more than a half mile from the house.
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Riding, and Hunt Club
When the Leiters were occupying their country home on the Potomac, “The Palisades” was
known for its fox hunts, in which many sportsmen prominent in society participated. Even in
recent years Washington society people have gone there during the winter holidays for hunts
and dances. About 150 acres of the land is cleared and the remainder is woodland. Develop
ing the property as a riding and hunt club, the promoters would have their clubhouse and a
large barn ready-built. Here again, the easy accessibility to Washington, only a 30-minute drive by
auto to the very heart of the city, makes this property preeminently the place for such a project.
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view showing the west wing of the big barn in the foreground.
left background

The silos are in the

Private School
An exclusive private school desiring to be near a large city, but still to have such seclusion as
a large estate affords, will find in “The Palisades” an ideal site. Washington, as the seat of the
National Government, offers more of interest and of educational value to the student than any
other city. With the ample grounds in this tract, riding and various other sports can be offered
the students, together with boating and bathing in the river.

At the right—

The library with its
rows of built-in book
cases. The large stone
fireplace is seen at the
end of the room.

Below—

View of the mansion
which one gets ap
proaching by way of
the paved private road.

Above—

An outlook across the
Potomac from one of
the many vantage
points of “The Pali
sades.”

At the left—

The spacious screened
porch with its massive
stone pillars, overlook
ing the beauties of the
Potomac.
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Growth of Washington
W ashington has passed the half-million m ark in its population and is continuing its steady
growth, unaffected by business slumps and industrial depressions such as frequently retard the
development of other cities. W ashington’s business is government, and there are no strikes, walk
outs, or shut-downs in that. An enormous pay-roll is met by the government departm ents and
bureaus twice every m onth of the year. This is responsible for the steady grow th of W ashington
from year to year. As the Nation has grown, so, perforce, the Government has had to grow, and
the city of W ashington w ith it.
F or many years, governm ent workers and officials and others preferring suburban life,
have been selecting the V irginia side of the Potomac for their homes, but it is only since the
World W ar th at the grow th on the V irginia side has been so rapid. The time has come when
only a few large tracts of land near the city are to be obtained and “The Palisades,” probably
the best situated of them all, is one of the few remaining.
Anyone equipped to handle a proposition of this nature, for any of the purposes suggested,
will find it w orth while to inspect “The Palisades.” Phone, w rite, or wire when you will be
in W ashington and we shall be glad to make arrangem ents to show you the property at your
convenience.

The Large Tenant House
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